St. Cecilia Catholic Church

from the book of the prophet Isaiah:

He was spurned and avoided by men, a man of suffering, accustomed to infirmity,

' One of those from whom men hide their faces, spurned, and we held him in no esteem.

Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that he endured,

While we thought of him as stricken, as one smitten by God and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins;
Upon him was the chastisement that makes us whole, by his stripes we were healed.

Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away,
and who would have thought any more of his destiny?
When he was cut off from the land of the living, and smitten for the sin of his people,
A grave was assigned him among the wicked and a burial place with evildoers,
Though he had done no wrong nor spoken any falsehood.

' Because he surrendered himself to death and was counted among the wicked;

And he shall take away the sins of many, and win pardon for their offenses.
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MASS INTENTIONS

7:00 a.m. - Maxine Buttell +

7:00 a.m. - Rita Hiber +
12:10 p.m. - Agnes Kolbet +

7:00 a.m. - Intention Sisters of St. Francis
12:10 p.m. - Robert & Dorothy Rader +
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7:00 a.m. - Howard Bassett +
12:10 p.m. - Frank & Margaret Pogorelski +

7:00 a.m. - Theresa Wildhagen +
12:10 p.m. - Pat Macke +

7:00 a.m. - Anton & Antonia Jarzynka +
5:00 p.m. - Art & Dan Hoffman +

7:00 a.m. - Reata Stagemeyer +
8:00 a.m. G.S.V. - Parishioners
9:00 a.m. - Don Luther +

11:00 a.m. - Intention of Eleanor Walsh
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Collected (March 27, 2011) $ . 7249

2:10 p.m. - Rita Hiber + Tithing Total Collections $ 614,573
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The Reposed Christ
Statue

It occurred to me, sometime after
our Christmas celebration last
December, that our parish has no
statuary to celebrate the Triduum.
At Christmas, we display beauti-
ful figurines for the manger story,
complete with straw, fresh green-
ery, flowers, and light. Certainly,
‘the stations of the cross are part
of the statues of Lent. And while
we make the stations every Fri-
day during Lent, the statues re-
'main on the walls, permanent fix-
tures of our interior decoration,
somewhat inaccessible by their
familiarity and distance.

|

? We are helped by a few small
changes in and around the altar
'during Lent: the purple altar cov-
‘ering and vestments, and the re-
stricted use of flowers during the
season. Nevertheless, we have
nothing we bring forth from our
store room and display in our sa-
‘cred space that alerts us to the
change of the season and invites
us to enter into the mysteries we
are celebrating.

The statues in our church of Je-
'sus, Mary and Joseph help us en-
'counter in a more visible way the
truths of our faith. Our way of

the cross statues are beautiful, as

are the two adoring angel statues
that flank our tabernacle. The
‘angel statues, for example, invite
us to imitate them, to adore the
Lord, living in the tabernacle be-
tween them. They are painted
blue and pink to remind us of the
children of our parish, lost in mis-
carriage, still birth or infancy,
whom we hope that God has wel-
comed into His presence in the

glory of heaven. We imagine
them around His throne, worship-
ing Him, enjoying His glory and
peace. Seeing these statues next
to our tabernacle reminds us how
to act in the presence of the Lord.

With the idea of bringing the
mysteries of the faith in Lent and
Easter closer to us so that we can
encounter them, I began looking
for statuary we could display dur-
ing our Lent and Easter seasons.
An internet search put me in con-
tact with a business in St. Louis,
Missouri called Restorations Plus.
I found a statue in the online cata-
logue called The Reposed Christ
and purchased it as my Lenten
gift to the parish in memory of
my father, Albert Walsh.

The statue is old, made of resin,
and was likely part of a decora-
tion that was under the mensa, the
solid top piece of an altar. My
hope is that parishioners and visi-
tors will kneel before the statue,
touch the Lord’s arms, His face,
His feet, and by thus drawing
near to Him in this statue, allow
their heart to speak to Him. He is
our Lord, who suffered death for
love of us. May we suffer the
death of our self for love of Him,
and see Him in the glory of eter-

nity.

Another statue, called The Risen
Christ, is planned for our Easter
celebration. This statue is a gift
of the daughters of Richard and
Rita Hiber, given in memory of
their parents to our parish. The
statue was purchased through a
firm in New York, and is being
painted by Eileen Ratigan of Bea-
trice, Nebraska, nearly identical
to the statue pictured here,

presently on display at St. Jo-
seph’s parish in Beatrice. I say,
“nearly identical” since the art-
ist of the statue above was Ei-
leen’s father. She assured me
that she learned her father’s
techniques, and can duplicate it
for us. If so, we will be very
pleased and deeply moved by
this statue.

My hope is that these additions
to our Lent and Easter celebra-
tions will enliven the sacred
space of our church with the
beauty of the holy seasons.
Even more, may these works of
art help us encounter Christ
more deeply and love Him more
completely.

Fr. Walsh







