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Correggio, Nativity (Holy Night), 1528-30.
Oil on canvas. Gemadildegalerie, Dresden.
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MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, December 26 - St. Stephen

7:00 a.m. - Robert & Dorothy Rader +

12:10 p.m. - Special Intention: Gary & Jan McChesney

Tuesday, December 27 - St. John, apostle & evangelist

7:00 a.m. - Charles Harpham +

12:10 p.m. - Jon Junkin

Wednesday, December 28 - The Holy Innocents

7:00 a.m. - Carroll Ahrens +

*Due to the early transmission date for this bulletin, the
tithing for December 18 will be in the January 1, 2012
bulletin.*

Collected (December 18, 2011): $
Tithing Total Collected: $
Budget Year to Date: $

$0
$850,000

Favorable (Unfavorable):
Annual Budget:

12:10 p.m. - Tommy Blue Miller +

Thursday, December 29 - St. Thomas Becket

7:00 a.m. - Theresa Wildhagen +

12:10 p.m. - Rosemary Noel +

Friday, December 30 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

7:00 a.m. - Lillian Johnson +

12:10 p.m. - Gary LeSage +

Saturday, December 31 - St. Sylvester I

Bulletin Deadline:
All articles must be e-mailed or dropped off at the
Parish Office by noon on Monday, December 26th
for the January 1st bulletin. Please e-mail to:
stcbulletin@windstream.net
For more information call
Tammie at 463-1336 ext. 101

7:00 a.m. - Jerry Harrington +

5:00 p.m. - Lillian Elliott +

Sunday, January 1 - The Solemnity of Mary

[7:00 a.m. - All Souls (Lemke)

8:00 a.m. G.S.V. - Parishioners

9:00 a.m. - Rita Hiber +

11:00 a.m. - Albert Walsh +

Check us out online:
www.stceciliahastings.com
301 West 7th Street ~ Hastings, NE
402-463-1336

Ministry Schedule for December 31 & January 1

Mass Saturday Sunday Sunday Sunday

5:00 p.m. 7:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
Acolytes M. Driscoll F. Spitz D. Hawes J. Fanning

K. Sass D. Fischer S. O'Brien J. Schneider
Lector/ E. Krontz M. Theis D. Vaipan L. Kuzelka
Reader
Servers A. Diriscoll J. Murman J. Blazer A. Fanning

J. Potrzeba T. Masters C. Hessler Z. Fanning
Music Augustinians Volunteer M. Moritz L. Hasley

P. Hawes T. Choqguette

Ushers L. Buescher D. Hoban G. Parr E. Aufdenkamp
for M. Consbruck R. Horton R. Sekora A. Kucera
January R. Hatch R. Kudrna T/C Swanson R. Schropp

M. Martinez Volunteer D. Vaipan R. Streff
EMHC'S T.Swanson - S.Berg - D. Jurgensmeier - C.Neumann - J. Wesely - R.Bush
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A Christmas
Meditation

| Over two thousand years ago, a
 child was born in a remote corner
|of the world. His arrival was met
| with only limited human aware-
ness. He grew up in anonymity,
until about the age of thirty, when
He entered the public arena.
There He preached, healed and
formed a small group of disciples.
He passed from this
world about three years
later, violently rejected
by the civil and religious
' leaders of His time. To
‘ those He befriended,
whom He greeted and ate
with after His resurrec-
tion, He entrusted the
task of telling His story
and sharing His gifts with
the entire human family,
until the end of time.

Two thousand years later,
I find myself living in
' Hastings, Nebraska,
'nearly 7000 miles from
'His birthplace. Iliveina
culture different from the
one He entered, and yet |
have been initiated into
'His community and pro-
fess Him to be the Son of
God and the savior of the
'world. How long have I
been His follower? Over
fifty years? Who is this
Jesus of Nazareth whose message
I have accepted and whose life |
seek to imitate and achieve?

The story of Bethlehem is central
to why I believe and what I am

trying to do with my life. If what
He claims is true, that the Son of

' God became the son of man for
| us, then there is hope in His
| promise that through Him I can
become the son of God.

Godliness is what my soul seeks.
I know it every time I encounter
my sinfulness, every time I wit-

I was not made to sin or suffer
unnecessarily. I was made for

R s
| goodness, for life that is greater
'than me. I long for the God who
has promised this to me, and
whose own Son made it possible
for me. A human son of God is
the perfect goal of human life, the
necessary goal, the only goal
worthy of life.

ness human suffering, every time
I am touched by human goodness. |

As I contemplate His nativity, his
swaddling clothes and tiny fin-
gers, holding onto His mother as
He explores our humanity, I am
reminded of my dignity, and the
hope He has for me. He broke
through our ignominy, destroyed
death’s tyranny, and offers me
unity in Himself and His Father
who created me. I choose Him
who has chosen me and offer my-
self to His transforming power.
His mercy saves
me. His life
sanctifies me.
His walk in this
world is the
pathway to union
with Him and

glory.

Merry Christ-
mas, Lord Jesus.
You came that
we might have
life, and have it
more abundantly.
Happy Birthday
Child of Bethle-
hem and Son of
God. May the
separation of
time and my hu-
manity give way,
< someday, to our
perfect unity in
the promised
banquet of eter-
nity. Amen.

Fr. Walsh




STEWARDSHIP ~ “She wrapped him in swaddling
clothes and laid him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn." - Luke 2:7
Where is Jesus in your life2 Have you made room for
Him or is He still in the manger wrapped in rags? If we
are living our lives like all the rest of the modern and
commercial world, we may be leaving Jesus out, It
might be time to pick up this Infant Child and make
Him a priority in our lives.

Featured Seminarian: Brent Jon Heyen
is a Theology 1 student at St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary. He is the son of Richard & Janene
Heyen of Syracuse, NE.
His birthday is July 21.
Please pray for Vocations

OUTREACH: No meeting in January. Next meeting will
be February 5th, 5:00 pm at St. Michael’s Church Family
Room. Anyone interested in joining Outreach can come
to the meeting or call Gale Bullard at 402-462-2524.
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'Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace Classes:
- 13 week course study to begin Wednesday, January
i4 2012, St. Michael's Parish Family Room. Cost is

' $100/Family for materials/kit. Pre-registration &

| payment required. Call 402-463-1023 today to reg- |
ister.

{ December CCD Calendar

’T_'—

28th: No Classes. Merry Christmas and a Joyous
New Year!

hank you to our bulletin advertisers who make

{ this bulletin possible!
_

Thank you to everyone who had a
hand or voice with our Christmas [it-

Thank you to all who took an angel or two
from our Good Angel Tree! You certainly
made Christmas merrier for children with
toys, teens and families with food baskets,
and our homebound with spiritual bouguets!
May God bless you for your generosity!

urgies! To our Decorating Committee,
Musicians, Acolytes, Readers, Serv-
ers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion and Ushers, thank you,
thank you, thank you!

Our Lady of Guadalupe Prayer Service

Our Lady of Guadalupe, as patroness of the Americas, has
special significance to the Knights of Columbus. When the
Order sponsored a tour of a relic of St. Juan Diego’s tilma in
2003, Our Lady of Guadalupe’s role as mother of all in the
Americas became very clear.

In city after city, crowds of tens of thousands of people
came to venerate Our Lady of Guadalupe. What was most
striking was not the number of people, but the number of
== Nationalities and ethnicities repre-

| sented in each gathering. Like-
wise, as the Guadalupe Festival
~ | sponsored by the Knights of Co-
| lumbus in 2009 in Phoenix, more
than 20,000 people came to ven-
erate and celebrate Our Lady of
Guadalupe.

St. Cecilia Knights of Columbus
Council 11823 invites everyone to
the prayer service to honor Our
| Lady of Guadalupe on Thursday,
| December 29, during the Thurs-

. 1 day night Holy Hour.

Thank you for the goodias,
t as. Wisking you and pour
Lamilies & blassed Christmas!

Fr. Walsh, Fr. Heaslp & Fr. Jirovsky







