St. Cecilia Catholic Church

Ordinawy Time has
retwrned! A special thanks
to-Julie Blager for her care

of the Chwistmas flowers,
and for all who-helped
decorate and celebrate owr
Christmas Seasorv
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Thank You!

In mid-December, I reported on
financial contributions to the par-
ish, and the need for $136,911 in
contributions between December
5, 2010 and January 2, 2011 to
reach our midyear budgeted goal
of $464,776. We were able to
cover $107,459 of that goal by
January 2, leaving us short by
only $29,452. T am deeply grate-
ful to all who shared in this gen-
erous response to the work of the
parish. Thank you!

Furthermore, I want to report on
the progress made with the loan
for Centennial Hall. When I
came to St. Cecilia parish in July,
2008, the loan with the diocese
for this project was slightly over
$230,000. Most of the pledges
made by parishioners for the ex-

pansion of the hall, which nearly —

equaled the amount of the loan,
were honored during the past two
and one half years. Some of
those gifts came at the end of this
year. Other people, by continu-
ing to use their yellow envelope,
have supported the effort to re-
duce the loan.

I sent a check for $10,000 to the
Diocese of Lincoln late last week,
which brought our balance on the
loan to $31,549.37. There is
presently less than $2,000 in re-
stricted gifts to this loan in our
checking account. [A check for
$20,000 was sent in July; $6,000
sent in September; $7,500 sent in
November; and this check of
$10,000 in early January, 2011].
Another check to the diocese will
be sent once the restricted amount
reaches $3,000 or $4,000 in size.

The build out of Centennial Hall
and the reduction of the loan in
two years by $200,000 is a tre-
mendous accomplishment of the
parish! Thank you to all who
gave to this project, and to all
who invested themselves in help-
ing Fr. Gyhra accomplish this
project for the parish. We are all
blessed by your vision and your
willingness to embrace this pro-
ject, when some thought it unnec-
essary and other feared it was im-
possible. I am deeply grateful for
what our parish accomplished,
and proud of you all. Thank you!

Finally, allow me to express my
sincere gratitude to the parish for
the church restoration project. To
assume the burden of the costs we
anticipated in undertaking this
project was the first challenge.
The lightening strike helped move
us (clearly, the Lord had a hand in
this!). The prudence and courage
of the Building and Site Commit-
tee, the Parish Council and the
Parish Trustees propelled this
project forward. Now we stand,
near the threshold of its comple-
tion, with only $64,000 in loans
on a $155,000 project. [See page
six for a financial worksheet on
the project].

Insurance provided us over
$68,000 of the needed revenue
to cover this cost. However,
contributions from parishioners,
the green envelopes in the Sun-
day collection, a few special
memorial gifts, and a quilt raf-
fle in late December by the Al-
tar Society enabled us to amass
$26,074. 28 in contributions
from ourselves for this project.

If the green envelopes can con-
tinue to generate a few thousand
dollars a month, as they have in
the past 6 months, we will cash
flow the remaining portion of
this project without an addi-
tional loan and reduce our di-
ocesan loan by several thousand
dollars, all of this by the end of
the year. To all who have con-
tributed, to the altar society, to
the families who gave gifts for
the bell tower in memory of
their loved ones, to the leader-
ship of the parish who propelled
this project forward, I offer my
sincere and heartfelt thanks.
This is a tremendous accom-
plishment of our parish. Thank
you!

Fr. Walsh




Don’t miss Mother Theresa loving God in Cal-
cutta! Come learn how she continues her loving
through The Missionaries of Charity. Our own
Mary Menke will share her journey to India on
January 18 at 7:30 pm in Centennial Hall after the
7 pm Altar Society meeting. Everyone is wel-
come! Refreshments will follow. Please come!

STEWARDSHIP ~ “Now the Lord has spoken who
formed me as his servant from the womb..."
Isaiah 49:5

God has formed each of us as His servants from
the womb. He blessed us with unique gifts and He
provided us with the talents and skills we would
need to do His work. If we do not fulfill the unique
vision that God had for us alone, who will do it2

Please pick up funeral dinner dishes!

St. Cecilia Adult
Choir practice

Our picture direc-
tories from Life-
touch will be
@l shipped from Illi-
nois in early Janu-
&= ary. Please watch
the bulletin for pick
up information.

day, January 26
at 7pm in Centennial
Hall. Please contact
Elisabeth Hasley at 463-
4474 for more informa-
tion.

e

Council 1123 Knights of Columbus will
> meet Tuesday, January 18 in the Family
Room at St. Michael's Theisen Hall, be-
ginning with rosary at 7:30.
Note the change in location.

The Annual Walk for Life will =
take place on Saturday, January =
29th at 10 a.m. on the west steps
of our State Capitol in Lincoln.
Preceding the Walk, a Pro Life
Mass will be held at St. Mary’s
Church (14th & K) across the
street (north) from the Capitol.
Msgr. Philip Reilly, Founder of
Helpers of God’s Precious Infants
will be the homilist.

Valerians:
Save the date! We’re going!

Featured Seminarian Steven Allan Mills is
a Theology 1 Student at St. Charles Bor-
romeo Seminary. He is the son of Ed &
Mary of Nebraska City. His birthday is July
2.
Please pray for vocations

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship
Any boy or girl ages 9-14 is invited to participate in the
local level of competition for the 2011 KC Free Throw
Championship. The local competition will be held on
Sunday, January 16th @ 1 pm in the St. Cecilia new
Gym. Registration at 12:30. 6 boy winners & 6
girl winners will advance to the District Free
= Throw Championship in February. Questions,
call Todd Cerny, 462-8132.

Need your snow scooped this winter?
The St. Cecilia Close-Up group has several able
bodied young people wanting to raise money for
their tnp to Washmgton D.C. They are willing get
— out on those cold winter

begins Wednes- &

the
‘WAFFLE

z?{ days so you don't have to.
. Please call Beth Small at

Free Will Donation!

The Waffleman is coming on
Sunday, January 23 to STC

P 3 L
(a"éﬁ- ™ High School from 10 am-
[ {X ~ 1pm. Tickets are $5.00 per

person; ages 4 & under are
FREE. The STC Band will ap-
preciate your support!

Save the date for
B.LUE 2011

Christ in our Hearts”
April gth, 2011

St. Cecilia Chapman
Gymnasium







