St. Cecilia Catholic Church

Fra Angelico, Adoration of the Magi, 1433-34.

Tempera on wood, Museo Diocesano, Cortona

Seeing the star, the wise men said: This must signify the birth of
some great king. Let us search for him and lay our freasures at his
feet. gold, frankincense and myrrh. (from the Liturgy of the Hours
- Evening Prayer I, Solemnity of the Epiphany)

January 2, 2011

The Epiphany of the Lord




MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, January 3 - Most Holy Name of Jesus

7:00 a.m. - Special Intention +

Wednesday, January 5 - St. John Neumann

7:00 a.m. - Iner Christensen +

TITHE

12:10 p.m. - Intention of Sean Hershberger Collected (December 19, 2010) $ 14,199
Tuesday, January 4 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Tithing Total Collections $ 361,994
100 . = Ailoan Bonthi+ Budget Year to Date $ 420,250
—— Favorable (Unfavorable) $ (58,256)
12:10 p.m. - Jeanette Svoboda + Annual Budget $ 820,000

12:10 p.m. - Joan O’Meara +

Thursday, January 6 - Blessed Andre Bessette

Bulletin Deadline:

All articles must be e-mailed or dropped of f
at the Parish Office by noon on Monday,
January 4 for the January 9th bulletin.
Please e-mail to:

7:00 a.m. - Jolene Duddeck +

12:10 p.m. - Emil Mangers +

Friday, January 7 - St. Raymond of Penafort; First Friday
|7:00 a.m. - Mary Beck +

12:10 p.m. - Ed Kathman +

stcbulletin@windstream.net
For more information call
Tammie at 463-1336 ext. 101

Saturday, January 8 - Weekday
7:00 a.m. - Art Kitten +
5:00 p.m. - 0
Sunday, January 9 - The Baptism of the Lord

7:00 a.m. - Parishioners
8:00 a.m. G.S.V. - Bernard & Pauline DeMars +

www.stceciliahastings.com

301 West 7th Street ~ Hastings, NE 463-1336

9:00 a.m. - Jim Kort +

11:00 a.m. - Eva M. Homan +

Ministry Schedule for January 7 & 8

Mass Saturday Sunday Sunday Sunday

5:00 p.m. 7:00 a.m. 9:00a.m. 11:00 a.m.
Acolytes |S. Elley N. Beck D. Sheehy J. Franssen

R. Kavan R. Bush S. O'Brien B. Consbruck
Lector/  |Ti. Jacobi D.Murman  |R. Ahrens Ta. Jacobi
Reader e
Servers A. Kleinjan L. Kitten J.P. Berg R. Baker

A. Kolbet B. Poppe M. Kissinger J.P. Baker
Music R. Sfroof Volunteer | Cecilians M. Skoch

T. Choquette - M. Skoch
Ushers J. Conrad L/J Getzfred W. Brannagan E. Aufdemkamp

M. Consbruck D. Hoban L. Buescher D. Freeling

G. Hasley D. Neilson K. Gawrych N. Kirschner

l. Nokes B. Rockey R. Kimminau A. Kucera
EMHC'S  D.Volkmer - D.Bialas - F.Spitz - D. Hawes - A. Cermak - J. Ehlers




of Responsibility

On a Saturday night in mid-
December 2010, youth (ages 16 to
18) in our Catholic community de-
cided they needed a party. Per-
haps, initially, invitations were ex-
tended to only a few; by night’s
end, so the story comes to me, the
party included a large crowd of our
youth. Drugs and alcohol were
'present. Some young people in
‘attendance participated in these
illegal and sinful activities.

I have used this column in the past
to praise our young people, encour-
aging them to live their faith with
integrity, especially in public.
When they have done so, I have
recognized their efforts. This col-
umn is not about praise, though it
is about our love for them, and
their families. It is about cultivat-
ing a culture of responsibility in
our Catholic community that
strengthens the moral and spiritual
well being of us all.

High risk behaviors among adoles-
cents in Hastings and within our
Catholic community is part of our
history. Fr. Deonise and I used to
drive around town, when we were
priest assistants in Hastings in the
late 1980s, looking for the cars of
our young people. On a couple of
occasions, we spotted cars we rec-
ognized, parked outside a kid’s
‘house, and called the house.
| Someone would answer the phone
and we’d ask to speak to one of the
' kids whose car was in the drive-
way. We could hear the person
who answered the phone whisper-
ing to his friends that Fr. Walsh or
Fr. Deonise was calling, and then
we’d be informed that the person
we were looking for was not pre-
sent. Sometimes, we’d leave notes

under the wiper blades of cars
parked together on a block where
we knew the kids were partying.
We wanted the kids to know we
were watching. We wanted them
to think we knew everything about
their lives.

Unsupervised groups of young
people with late night freedom is a
recipe for trouble. This problem
has solutions through parents who
willingly work together and estab-
lish appropriate boundaries for
 their young people. For example, a
boundary could be established that
no one is allowed at another home
without the host parents present.
Kids need boundaries regarding
dormitory or apartment dwellings
of college students, even and per-
haps especially the dwellings of
their own siblings. Years ago, a
parent told me about a simple
monitoring mechanism she used: a
good night kiss on the cheek of her
child once he or she returned home
from an outing. Yes, it was an act
of love; but for a child in this age
range, it also served as a breath
analyzer. Kids do better when they
know the rules.

Older teenagers need a loosened
form of parental control. However,
this should be proportionate to the
personal responsibility a young
person is able to demonstrate. A

| wise young person will realize that
peers engaged in sinful and crimi-
nal behaviors are sinners and crimi-
nals and a threat to their future. I
recall my parents advising me to
stay away from certain people dur-
ing my teenage years. It was a
hard pill to swallow. I swallowed
hard. However, it may account for
my ability to avoid serious mis-
takes during adolescent years.
Later, I appreciated that they were
right again!

Except in the case of parents of-
fering alcohol to their own chil-
dren, those who supply alcohol
and drugs to our teenagers are
committing a crime and a sin.
Law enforcement should be noti- |
fied so that investigations can be |
conducted, and if appropriate,
arrests made and the people in- |
volved in these crimes brought to |
justice. Some people know the |
providers; the responsible way |
for dealing with this information |
is to relay it to law enforcement
personnel. We have to build an
environment where our children
are less likely to participate in
crime and sin. Getting criminals |
off the street is a necessary step. |

It is time to break the culture of
silence and build a culture of re-
sponsibility in our Catholic com-
munity. That, “Someone is going
to get hurt,” is not what drives
our need to act. It is because our
kids and our families are pres-
ently experiencing moral and
spiritual evil that we need to take
action, now. Faith, integrity, life
with God is a more wholesome
and happier culture anyway.
Let’s build it and live it for each

other. Fr. Walsh '







