St. Cecilia Catholic Church

Nicolaes Berchem, Paul and Barnabas at Lystra,1650.
Oil on canvas, Musée d'Art, Saint-Etienne
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MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, January 31 - St. John Bosco

7:00 a.m. - Maxine Buttell +

_TITHE

Collected (January 23, 2011) $ 8420

12:10 p.m. - Intention of Brad Ochsner Tithing Total Collections i 470,539

TSR e = 1Budget Year to Date 506,104
S— M ey T - ey H{Favorable (Unfavorable) $ (35,565)
7:00 a.m. - All Souls (Hemberger) Annual Budget $ 820,000

12:10 p.m. - Ruth Shaughnessy +
Wednesday, February 2 - Pre
7:00 a.m. - Deceased Sisters of St. Francis
12:10 p.m. - Intention of Josephine Berg
7:00 a.m. - Roman Jarzynka +

12:10 p.m. - Albert Walsh +
7:00 a.m. - All Souls (Theisen)
12:10 p.m. - Bob Sass +

e

7:00 a.m. - Keith Nolan +
5:00 p.m. - Emil Hajny + Have you checked us out online yet?
Sunday, February 6 - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time www.stceciliahastings.com

7:00 a.m. - Parishioners

8:00 a.m. G.S.V. - Fr. Larry Gyhra +
9:00 a.m. - Intention of John Fiedler
11:00 am. - Eva M. Homan +

301 West 7th Sireet ~ Hastings, NE 463-1336

Three Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are needed to as-
sist on First Friday, February 4. Please sign up in the North Sacristy.

Acolytes  |B. Herman W. Wright J. Ehlers K. Sass
B. Preliwitz N. Beck D. Hawes A. Schneider
Servers A. Moritz C.Teano J. Tickle J. Suminski
D. Nguyen A.Teano M. Hannon J. Potrzeba
Ushers G. Konen P. Douglas G. Heuertz L. Brouillette
D. Potrzeba R. Kudrna B. McMahon J. Hermann
G. Shaw M. Petr J. Newell J. Landell
| Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer M. Northrop




Boasting in the Lord!

The artwork on the cover of this
week’s bulletin is a depiction of
the meeting of Paul and Barnabas
with the community of Lystra and
the response of the people to the
spectacular cure of a crippled
man. When the injured man got
up and began walking about, the
people thought that gods in hu-
'man form were in their midst.

' They considered Paul Hermes,
and Barnabas Zeus, and tried to
offer a sacrifice to them. Paul
and Barnabas tore their clothes
and argued vehemently that they
were mere humans. Soon after,
under the influence of Jewish
leaders from Antioch, Pisidia and
Iconium, the people turned
against them, stoned Paul and left
him for dead outside the city
walls. Not all the people in Ly-
stra opposed the teaching of Paul
and Barnabas. A likely hearer of
his message was Timothy, who
became a disciple of Paul, accom-
panied him on his journeys, and
served on several occasions as
Paul’s envoy to Christian com-
munities Paul had founded
through his preaching. Timothy’s
‘mother, Eunice, and his grand-
'mother, Lois, were also dear to
'Paul, and mentioned by him in
'his Second Letter to Timothy
(2Ti 1.5).

All of this is offered as an intro-
duction to the person of St. Paul,
and his remarkable teaching we
were offered in our second read-
ing this weekend that includes the
words, “It is due to him that you
are in Christ Jesus who became
for us wisdom from God, as well
as righteousness, sanctification,
and redemption.”

It is due to Him, to the Father of
all, the Father of Christ Jesus who
has established the means and the
path by which we are made right-
eous, holy and redeemed. No
skill, wisdom, power or prestige
of ours can attain or acquire these
gifts. These are spiritual goods
whose source can only be spiri-
tual, whose origin can only be
divine, and whose effect is to
open, to share, and unite us with
divine life.

The audience at Corinth to whom
these words were addressed dis-
played all the elements of our
weakened human nature: factions,
rivalries, and boastful claims. St.
Paul reminds them, as he reminds
us, that God is the author of our
life in Christ and any boasting for
the gift we have received should
be made as a boast in God for His
goodness and mercy.

More challenging to us than the
temptation to boast is the tempta-
tion of sloth. According to St.
Thomas, sloth is a sadness in the
face of some spiritual good which
we need to achieve; others have
called sloth a “don’t-care feel-
ing.” The need for spiritual
growth lies before us in some area
of our life, with its demands, and
the slothful person chafes under
the restraints or difficulty which
this change requires. We grow
weary, lethargic, sluggish. There
is no joy in right living, but rather
distress at the prospect of what
we must do for God to keep intact
our friendship with him.

Sloth is a deceptive sin. It is nota
sin of action but omission, and in
this sense, appears as no sin at all.
It is not that we are breaking the
rules of the game. Rather, it is

that we are not playing the
game. Sloth is a sin against the
greatest of theological virtues:
charity. We have let our love
for God grow cold. Like all
loves, we have to fire it again.
We need to get hungry about
the things of God, or as the
Lord expressed it in our gospel
today: blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness, they will be satisfied.

May this meditation inspire in
us the resolve to reach out to the
Lord this week, to draw near to
Him in some way, despite the
difficulty this might entail. Let
Him satisfy our hunger and
warm our friendship by show-
ing Him an act of love. Then
we will boast, with enthusiasm
and joy. We will boast in the
Lord and His goodness to us!

Fr. Walsh




Outreach Meeting at St. Michael’s Church, 5 pm on February 6. If you
signed up to be an Outreach volunteer on your stewardship form, please try
to attend this meeting!

Catholic Daughters will meet on Wednesday,
February 2nd at St. Michael’s Church; Mass at
77/ 7 p.m. followed by meeting in Theisen Hall. All
Catholic Daughters encouraged to attend.

STEWARDSHIP ~ “Consider your own calling, brothers
and sisters.” - 1Corinthians 1:26 In his letter to the Co-
rinthians, St. Paul reminds us that all of us are called
to participate in the work of the Church. There can
be no excuses. We cannot say that we are not wise
enough, powerful enough or smart enough. We can-

the skills. God can use each of us. All we have fo do
is offer our humble lives to Him and then be willing fo

not say that we do not have the time, the talents or

Featured Seminarian James Joseph Morin
is a College 3 Student at St. Gregory the
Great Seminary. He is the son of Peter &

Lori of Lincoln, and he has 4 sisters.
His birthday is July 21.
Please pray for vocations

The Hastings Catholic
Schools community is
convening a town hall
meeting on Wednesday,
February 2nd at 7PM in

#« SCHOOLS & \ the school gymnasium.
We invite everyone to come and see what is
happening with the school, and voice concerns

Our picture direc-
tories from Life-
touch will be
shipped from Illi-
nois in early Janu-

8 ary. Please watch
the bulletin for pick
up information.

follow where He leads.
; Fourth Degree
Assembly of the
Knights of

Columbus will
meet ;Tuesday, February
1, in the Family Room at
St. Michael's Theisen
Hall, beginning with ro-
sary at 7:30.

‘i.l

s H Knights of Columbus PARISH
’ State Bowling Tourna- COUNCIL
ment will be in Colum- MEETIN
bus, NE on February -
Tuesday,
19, 20 & 26. All
Knights and their spouses are eligi- February _1’
ble. Contact Dave Kyle at461-9111 | 7:30 p.m. in
for more information or a registration § Centennial Hall.

for B.L.U.E.,

Yes, this spectacular truck will go to the highest
in the LIVE AUCTION at B.L.U.E.! Some of the features

Chevrolet Cadillac GMC.

and hopes for the future of the school. We are
determined to find that future, worthy of our
Catholic faith and the needs of our children.
Working together, filled with the power and
clarity of the Holy Spirit, we will find that fu-
ture. Your engagement is what will make this
possible; your participation and witness on
February 2nd is needed. Everyone is welcome.
Please come.

Featured LIVE AUCTION ITEM

a 2011 Chevrolet Silverado!

are: 2500 LWB, 4WD, Extended Cab pickup, 6.6L V8 Duramax
Diesel, Turbo, Automatic 6-speed transmission, Allison, Victory
Red (or Cornhusker red!) exterior and Ebony cloth interior.

For additional information on this item, contact co-chairs
Rob & Patricia Hrnchir 469-6497 or Dan & Kristi Sheehy 984-
3332. This truck was generously donated by Tom Dinsdale

CNUFL Pro-Life Banquet - Saturday,

~ | February 26, 6:30 p.m. at the Quality Inn

| Convention Center, Hastings. Featured
speaker will be Dr. Francis Beckwith, Profes-
sor of Philosophy, Baylor University. His topic
will be “ldeas Have Consequences, Reason
Matters, and People Die”. Tickets are $25
per person. Please send names with payment to: Tony Swan-
son, 630 N. Shore Drive, Hastings, NE 68901 by February 16.

bidder
included

B.L.U.E. April 9, 2011
Chapman Gymnasium







