St. Cecilia Catholic Church

El GRECO, Baptism of Christ, 1568. Tempera on panel.
Galleria Estense, Modena, Italy

January 9, 2011 The Baptism of the Lord




MASS INTENTIONS

‘

Monday, January 10 - Weekday

7:00 a.m. - Howard Bassett +

Collected (December 25, 2010)
Collected (December 26, 2010)

12:10 p.m. - Phil Heuertz +

Collected (December 31, 2010)

Tuesday, January 11 - Weekday

E-Tithe (January 1, 2011)

7:00 a.m. - Robert Rader +

Collected (January 1, 2011)
Collected (January 2, 2011)

12:10 p.m. - Intention of Michelle Sass

Tithing Total Collections

Wednesday, January 12 - Weekday

Budget Year to Date

7:00 a.m. - Fr. Larry Gyhra

Favorable (Unfavorable)

12:10 p.m. - Intention of Avery Driscoll

Annual Budget

8,435
24,609
26,435

2,720

1,125
10,006
$ 435,324
$ 464,776
$ (29,452)
$ 820,000

A P P O P P

Thursday, January 13 - St. Hilary

Bulletin Deadline:

7:00 a.m. - Charles Wallace +

12:10 p.m. - Albert Walsh +

Friday, January 14 - Weekday

7:00 a.m. - Frank & Margaret Pogorelski +

12:10 p.m. - Jane Oberg +

the January 16th bulletin.
Please e-mail to:

Saturday, January 15 - Weekday

7:00 a.m. - Anton & Antonia Jarzynka +

5:00 p.m. - Ed Drudik +

All articles must be e-mailed or dropped of f at the
Parish Office by noon on Monday, January 10th for

stcbulletin@windstream.net
For more information call

Tammie at 463-1336 ext. 101

Sunday, January 16 - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00 a.m. - Intention of Bob Fiedler

8:00 a.m. G.S.V. - Fr. Milton Thomas +

9:00 a.m. - Parishioners

11:00 a.m. - Mark Vincent +

Ministry Schedule for January 15 & 16

www.stceciliahastings.com
301 West 7th Street ~ Hastings, NE 463-1336

Mass Saturday Sunday Sunday Sunday
5:00 p.m. 7:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
Acolytes |J. Fanning D. Fischer R. Vacek S. Berg
A. Cermak W. Wright R. McDowell T. Swanson
Lector/ E. Krontz C. Neumann F. Spitz R. Psota
Reader
Servers A. Fanning J. Blazer C. McDowell C. Elley
Z. Fanning L. Wright A. Sheehy D. Elley
Music D. Lapka Volunteer F. Shaughnessy G. Skoch
M. Skoch T. Choquette M. Skoch
Ushers J. Conrad L/J Getzfred W. Brannagan E. Aufdemkamp
M. Consbruck D. Hoban L. Buescher D. Freeling
G. Hasley D. Neilson K. Gawrych N. Kirschner
I. Nokes B. Rockey R. Kimminau A. Kucera
EMHC'S M. Walenz - R. McDowell - A. Uerling - P. Duggins - J. Schneider - M. Schultes




The Baptism of the
Lord

Last Sunday, I had the honor of
sharing the waters of eternal life
with Oliver Adam Oswald.
Oliver’s parents, grandparents on
| both sides and great grandparents
on his dad’s side were present, as
were his aunt and uncle, great un-
cle and aunt and great-great aunt.
It was a gathering!

The rite of baptism is filled with
wonderful symbols and ritual ac-
tions: naming the child, placing the
sign of the cross on the forehead,
exorcism, anointing with the oil of
the catechumenate, and invocation
of the communion of saints, all of
this before the blessing of the wa-
ter of life and the act of pouring
this across the child’s head accom-
panied by the words of Christ
found in Matthew 28.19. Follow-
ing baptism, the child is anointed
with the chrism oil of the priest-
hood, clothed in a white garment,
and a lighted candle is given his or
her parents, symbolizing the light
of Christ now living within their
child.

I explain some of these symbols to
the parents during the baptism.
One of the ritual actions I think is
most beautiful is the blessing of the
baptismal water. The prayer of
blessing recalls the wonderful way
that God has used water during the
history of the world. Beginning
with the dawn of creation, we are
reminded how the Spirit breathed
over the face of the earth, and ac-
cording to the prayer of blessing,
made water the wellspring of all
holiness. This statement calls us to
the beginning, to see the moment
of creation, its unfolding, and the
Spirit of God preparing the waters
of the earth for the saving role as-

'signed to them. Even more, it calls
'to mind that God uses creation, cre-
ated matter, human flesh and
makes it holy, makes it capable of
participating in the mystery of di-
vine life.

The blessing prayer next recalls
the waters of the great flood, which
washed away the human family on
account of sin, but saved Noah, his
wife, their three sons and their
wives. This flood offered a new
beginning to the human race, now
renewed from sin. It anticipated the
| great renewal of baptism that gives
divine life and the promise of eter-
nal life.

The prayer recalls the waters of the
Red Sea, through which the people
of Israel, under the leadership of
Moses, walked from slavery to
freedom, reminding us that this too
happens in baptism. We die to sin
in baptism and are freed from the
effects of its slavery. Next, the wa-
ters of the Jordon River are men-
tioned, reminding us that Jesus was
baptized, not for the remission of
sin, but like the Spirit at the dawn
of creation, to make the waters of
earth holy by His entry into them.
In the Jordan River, the Lord Jesus
consecrated water for the purpose
which it would assume, to bring the
saving power of His life into it;
those buried with Him in this water
find new life!

Prior to reminding us of the com-
mand of Christ to baptize all na-
tions, the prayer recalls one final
use that God made of water: the
sign on the cross of water and
blood. From the open side of
Christ, water and blood flowed,
symbols of the two great sacra-
ments of the Church, Baptism and
Eucharist. Like the sleep of the
first Adam recounted in the book
of Genesis, from whose side the

Lord God removed a rib and
formed woman, the side of the
sleeping Christ, the New Adam,
is opened. From His side comes
the new Eve, which is the
Church. From her we receive the
gift of Baptism, the gift of the
Eucharist, the gift of eternal life.

The priest then lowers his hand
into the water being blessed for
the baptism, symbol of Christ
entering into the Jordan River,
imploring the Father to allow the
Spirit of Christ in the power of
the priesthood to touch the water,
make it holy and give it the
means to bury a person in the
death of baptism and raise them
up to newness of life in Christ.

May this recollection of the rite
of baptism help us to recall our
baptism and the gifts we received
on that day through the waters of
life. May this reflection inspire
in our hearts a deeper union with
Jesus Christ, and a commitment
to live always in Him during our
earthly journey so to merit eter-
nal life with Him forever in
heaven. Amen.

Fr. Walsh







