St. Cecilia Catholic Church

The Most Reverend Fabian 'W. Bishop Bruskewitz, D.D., S.T.D.

Bishop of Lincoln
Confirmation Mass, St. Cecilia Catholic Church
February 27, 2011
March 6, 2011 Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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A thank you
presentation to
Bishop Bruskewitz

The following is the presentation
speech offered by Father Walsh to
Bishop Bruskewitz following Confir-
mation Mass on Sunday, February
27, 2011. The parish presented the
Bishop with a front quarter of beef
and baskets of food and wine.

While the last day of your service to
us as our bishop is unknown, we do
'not want that day to come and pass
without publicly recognizing the gift
you have been to our parish of St.
Cecilia since 1992, and to offer you
our thanks.

We begin with the men you have
assigned to leadership roles in St.
Cecilia parish and Hastings Catholic
Schools: Monsignor McCabe, who
was pastor for nearly six years be-
fore your arrival in the diocese, and
whom you retained in this role for
the next seven years until his death
in 1999. He also served as superin-
tendent of Hastings Catholic Schools
from 1985 to 1994. We thank you
for the men you sent to carry for-
ward the work of this great school-
man, Fr. Rooney, followed by Fr.
Meysenburg and our present leader-
ship team of Fr. Schweiger and Fr.
Brouillette. In 1999, you assigned
Father Larry Gyhra to the pastorate
of St. Cecilia. He was a beloved
father to this community and he re-
mains in the hearts of all of us for his
cheerful and kind ministry, and the
priestly witness he gave, especially
in his sickness and death. I thank
you for the gift of being able to re-
turn to St. Cecilia and serve as Fa-
ther Gyhra’s replacement since
2008. I hope my priestly ministry
expresses the esteem and love you
have for the people of St. Cecilia.

You ordained one of the sons of this
parish, Fr. Thomas Brouillette, and

we look forward this spring to the
deaconate ordination of another of
our parish sons, Tom Schultes. Dur-
ing your episcopal service to our dio-
cese, you confirmed 914 children
from our parish. You supported the
pro life efforts of this community,
provided Catholic Social Services to
our community to bring charitable
assistance to the needy in our midst,
inspired and helped sustain Hastings
Catholic Schools, and contributed
financially and through priestly as-
signments to the care of the Viet-
namese and Hispanic communities
of our parish. Your strong leader-
ship has given strength and inspira-
tion to Catholic families, provided
many opportunities for the youth of
our community to grow in their faith,
to enjoy fellowship with one another
and to travel the world to be with the
Holy Father. The clarity of your
teaching has inspired doctors, law-
yers, educators and politicians in our
community to stand up for Christ
and serve Him with their profes-
sional talents. The lay apostolates of
our parish have also been strength-
ened by your leadership. I think in
particular of SINE, Legion of Mary,
Knights of Columbus, the Natural
Family Planning apostolate, the par-
ish council of Catholic women,
Catholic musicians and the many
men and women who serve the par-
ish through installed ministries and
in other volunteer capacities.

During your 19 plus years of service
to our diocese, St. Cecilia has been
blessed by your wise financial ad-
ministration of the diocese that en-
abled low interest loan opportunities
to help us renovate St. Cecilia
church in 1996, finance and build
the new St. Michael’s grade
school in 1997, remodel and ex-
pand Centennial Hall in 2006, and
complete the restoration project
on the towers and exterior of our
parish church in 2010. None of
these projects would have been
possible without your assistance

to us and your confidence in us
that we had judged rightly the need
for these projects and that we
could build them and pay for them.
We know we need a new high
school building in Hastings. Oth-
erwise, we have some of the finest
facilities in the diocese in our
grade school, middle school, fine
arts and athletic buildings, our par-
ish hall, rectory, and this church,
which we believe is one of the
most beautiful churches in the dio-
cese of Lincoln.

Bishop Bruskewitz, thank you for
your episcopal ministry, for pro-
viding for our needs, helping our
children and families, and shep-
herding us as our bishop these past
19 year. We say thank you today
to you, but know that no words can
express the mystery and gift you
have given us: communion with
Christ and one another as His Holy
Catholic Church. In the words of
St. Paul, you have been the servant
of Christ, the steward of the mys-
teries of God. That, as we know,
defines a bishop’s life and mission.
You have carried it out fully and
faithfully for us. Thank you.

Fr. Walsiv
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OUTREACH MEETING for all Outreach volunteers on Sunday,
March 6, 5:00 p.m. at St. Michael's Church.

Cecilia and thanks again
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sion. You can find a registration Pregnancy Resource’ Center.
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STC Teens for Life are sponsoring a RUNZA Night at x Y7 St. Michael's Theisen Hall, begin-

the EIm St. location on Monday, March 7 from 5-8 pm. / ning with the rosary at 7:30.

The proceeds will be donated to the Kids Against Hun-

ger Program. Thank you for your support! A pancake/French toast breakfast for the bene-
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. and must be used in 2011 School Year. Both raffle drawings will be on Saturday, April 9, 2011. Need not

i
i

s fit of the KC girls softball and boys baseball
FLOCK W|” gafher‘ on Sunday, MarCh 13 fr‘0m teams will be held next Sunday’ March 20, at

4:00-7:00 p.m. Prayer in St. Cecilia Church Theisen Hall at St.

from 4-4:30; recreation/play in the STC Gym | Michael's. Serving will be
; P g g from 8:00 until 11:00. The
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Wouldn 't you like to win this 2011 Silver
Chevrolet Camaro 2 door Coupe 1ILT?

Here's how... You can purchase a raffle ticket for only $100.00 (only 500
will be sold), by contacting Tim & Lori Farmer 469-0187; Rob & Patricia
Hrnchir 469-6497 or Dan & Krisiti Sheehy 984-3332.

How about a chance to win the Maximum
Tuition Raffle, a $3,000 value?

D/K Sheehy at the numbers above. Tuition may be gifted to any student(s) at Hastings Catholic Schools

be present to win.







