St. Cecilia Catholic Church

Geertgen tot Sint Jans, John the Baptist in the Wilderness,
1490-95, Staatliche Museen, Berlin.
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MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, November 28 - Weekday

TITHE

7:00 a.m. - Emil Mangers =

**+**Due to early fransmission of this bullefin, tithing

12:10 p.m. - Vern Hinrichs +

report for Nov. 20 will be in the Dec. 4 bullefin.

Tuesday, November 29 - Weekday

y Collected (November 20, 2011): $

7:00 a.m. - Joe & Arlene Ralston + Tithing Total Collected: $
12:10 p.m. - Intention of Elizabeth Walsh Budget Year to Date: $323,000

Wednesday, November 30 - St. Andrew, apostle |Favorable (Unfavorable): $

7:00 a.m. - Rita Hiber +

Annual Budget: $850,000

12:10 p.m. - Intention of Alex Quinn

Bulletin Deadline:

Thursday, December 1 - Weekday

All articles must be e-mailed or dropped off at the

7:00 a.m. - Roman Jarzynka +

Parish Office by noon on Monday, November 28th

12:10 p.m. - Jim Borino +

for the December 4th bulletin. Please e-mail to:

Friday, December 2 - First Friday

7:00 a.m. - Patricia Macke +

stcbulletin@windstream.net
For more information call

12:10 p.m. - Intention of Clare Quinn

Tammie at 463-1336 ext. 101

Saturday, December 3 - St. Francis Xavier

—

7:00 a.m. - Deceased Legion of Mary Members

Check us out online:

5:00 p.m. - Bernard McMahon +

Sunday, December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent

www.stceciliahastings.com

7:00 a.m. - Parishioners

8:00 a.m. G.S.V. - Mary Alice Drudik +

301 West 7th Street ~ Hastings, NE

9:00 a.m. - Intention of Anne Vandervelder

402-463-1336

11:00 a.m. - Mark Vincent +

Ministry Schedule for December 3 & 4

Mass Saturday Sunday  |Sunday Sunday
5:00 p.m. 7:00a.m. 9:00a.m. 11:00 a.m.
Acolytes J. Hinrichs R. Kavan D. Bialas J. Howsden
R. Bush D. Orr B. Consbruck T. Swanson
Lector/  |M. Moritz M. Jacobi M. Noecker Ti. Jacobi
Reader ’
Servers A. Kleinjan J. Murman T. Beck L. Kitten
D. Nguyen M. Schneider B. Hessler B. Poppe
Music L. Hasley ~ |Volunteer Augustinians Cecilians
T. Choquette
Ushers A. Halloran K. Beck P. Boyd J. Batenhorst
for J. Halloran N. Beck T. Fitz J. Bydalek
December |G. Hasley P. Beck D. Hentzen D. Freeling
D. Musgrave B. Rockey D. McCarthy J. Hermann
EMHC'S F. Shaughnessy - D. Bialas - F. Spitz - M. Beck - A. Cermak - R. Souchéii{;._ %




Reflection

The cover art for this week’s bul-
letin is by Geertgen tot Sint Jans,
and is entitled, St. John the Bap-
tist in the Wilderness. According
to information on the Rijksmue-
seum, Amsterdam website, Geert-
gen was born in Leiden around
1465 and died in Haarlem around
1495. He is considered the foun-
der of Northern Netherlandish art.

His first name would be trans-
lated Gerald in English, and the
tot Sint Jans (literally “unto St.
John) is a reference to Geertgen’s
association with the house of the
Knights of Saint John located in
Haarlem (an important Renais-
sance town, situated due west of
Amsterdam), for whom he
worked and was perhaps attached
as a lay brother. He died ata
very early age and is buried on
the grounds of the monastery.

The artwork appealed to me for
its beauty and simplicity, and, I
believe, its effort to capture the
wonder of St. John about his life
mission and his relationship with
Christ. My initial thought when I
saw the picture was, “Are you the
one who is to come, or should we
look for another?” What a
prayer! What faith.

St. John the Baptist’s question,
found in Chapter 11 of St. Mat-
thew’s gospel was formulated
after years of knowing Jesus, per-
haps very closely as a young
child, and then as Jesus entered
into His public ministry among
the Jews. John’s life was the wil-
derness of withdrawal from soci-
ety, a life of fasting and prayer, of

 An Farfy Advent

witnessing to the Spirit’s message
within his soul that the time of
conversion was at hand. God was
about to fulfill His promise to Is-
rael. Someone was coming, and
John was his herald. “Are you
the one?” he wondered. I must
ask. I must approach and see.

Advent is a time of preparation
for the coming of the Savior, re-
minding ourselves of the Lord’s
second coming, and then, on De-
cember 17, shifting our prayer to
His entry into our world in the
flesh on Christmas. St. John,
along with the Virgin Mary, are
the towering figures of Advent.
Particularly in the early days of
Advent, we turn to the figure of
St. John to assist us with our
prayers, and yes, our questions.
“When will you manifest yourself
to us, O Lord? When will you
come in glory and vindicate your
people?”

Geertgen has captured the fatigue
of St. John in his painting, and
that fatigue can be part of our
life: the fatigue of our struggle to
live our faith, the longing in our
heart for faith to be confirmed by
sight. Would it not be better to
see Him face to face? Perhaps
then my life would achieve the
complete union with Him I de-
sire. Perhaps then I could be
given the chance to talk with
Him, to explain my heart and my
desire for His healing.

The fatigue on the face of John
the Baptist might signify another
fatigue, the fatigue of the world
in Geertgen’s day, and perhaps of
every age. The tired faced of
John, resting on his hand pleads
for a relief, for answers that lie in
shadow and uncertainty, under a

weight to heavy to bear any
longer.

The lamb is the hope of the pic-
ture. He is near, though in dis-
guise. He has conquered the
world and sin. He is our peace.
Slain for our sins, He has made
Himself present for our nourish-
ment during this time, during our
journey in the wilderness. He
will manifest Himself to us if we
seek Him, if we ask.

Jesus’ response to those who
brought John’s question to Him
was, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: the blind regain
their sight, the lame walk, lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have
the good news proclaimed to
them. And blessed is the one
who takes no offense at me.”

The one who gives this testimony
says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! (Rev.
22.20)

Fr. Walsh




_ INOVE

STEWARDSHIP ~ "O Lord...we are the clay and you Featured Seminarian: Justin Robert Fulton
the potter: we are all the work of your hands." s a Theology 2 student at St. Charles Borromeo
Isaiah 64:7 When we realize that it is God who Seminary. He is the son of

formed and blessed us, we must also realize that we Robert & Lucy Fulton of Auburn.

have an obligation to share our blessings as God in- His birthday is January 4.

tended when He created us. It is not a matter of Please pray for Vocations

pointing fingers and asking what others are doing.
We need to search our own hearts and ask what we
are doing fo fulfill God's plan for us.

Nov. 30th CCD News: Fifth Graders have confessions
at 6:30, classes at 7:00pm.

| Found: Woman's ring. Please
call the parish office to iden-
tify. 402-463-1336, ext. 101

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS CHRISTMAS PARTY
Wednesday, December 7, 2011, Theisen Hall
Social at 6:30pm; Dinner at 7:00pm.

CDA members may bring their spouse or 3
quest. Cost: $10.75 per person. For reservations,
call before December 1, 2011
to: Jane Wyeno 462-2959, or
Dorothy Nejezchleb 462-8859
or Peg Welch 463-2844.
Members are asked to bring a

~ Thank you to Mike

and John Butler for

generously provid-

£ ing us with the

beautiful 2012

| calendars,

™ courtesy of

@ Livingston-Butler-

\ . Volland Funeral
(S NP Home!

-

Knights of Columbus Christmas
cards for vocations may be non-perishable food item to
= purchased by calling be donated to Catholic Social
g, Norma Theisen at 402-462-2085. | Services.

Good Angel Tree
Please help make Christmas bright for families in our
community, by giving God's love in an unwrapped gift

to a needy child or a food basket for a family.
We also have Spiritual Bouquet Angels to give your
love in prayers this Advent Season in a Christmas
Card with your intentions. Please return by Dec. 15.
We will again, delight families with a Good Ange/
Gift Shop for parents to come and select their
Gifts, and help wrap them.
Thank you for being so generous in the past and
may the Infant Jesus be born in all our hearts
as we reach out to give of ourselves.
Questions? (402) 461- 4518 or C.S.S. (402) 463-2112







