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Early World 

ÅCreation - Through his 
creation God made 
himself know to Adam 
and Eve 
ïThey could clearly perceive 

God through what he made 

ÅThe Fall - After the first 
sin it became much more 
difficult to perceive God 

ÅYet even after their sin 
God still shows himself to 
man 

ÅOne Couple 

 



Early World 

ÅNoah - God revealed to 
Noah his justice and his 
desire to bring him and his 
family to salvation in the 
ark 

ÅAfter the destruction 
caused by the flood God 
promised that he would 
never destroy the world in 
that way again 

ÅThe rainbow is a sign of 
this covenant with 
humanity, it symbolizes the 
dome of his protection 
over creation 

ÅOne Family 



Patriarchs 
ÅThough there were many 

religions with different 
false gods around him, 
God revealed himself to 
Abraham and called him 
to follow him 
ïGo from your country and 

your kindred and your 
father's house to the land 
that I will show you (Gen 
12:1) 

Å3 promises 
ïInherit land 

ïHave many descendents  

ïBe a source of world wide 
blessing 

ÅOne Tribe 

He said, "Take your son, your only 

son Isaac, whom you love, and go 

to the land of Mori'ah, and offer him 

there as a burnt offering upon one of 

the mountains of which I shall tell 

you." (Gen 22:2) 



Patriarchs 

Å Esau and Jacob were the sons 
of Isaac 

ï Jacob steals his fathers 
blessing 

ï Jacob wrestles with God and 
his name is changed to Israel 

Å Sons of Jacob 

ïReuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, 
Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, 
Benjamin 

ï Joseph is sold into slavery 

ï Godôs providence brings 
Jacobs family to Egypt 

ï Jacob blesses Judah Jacob blesses Judah 



Egypt and Exodus 

ÅThe Israelites greatly 
multiply in Egypt  

ÅA new Pharaoh who 
knew nothing Joseph 
reduces the Israelites 
to cruel slavery for 
400 years 

ÅGod raises up Moses 
to liberate his people 

ÅOne Nation 



Egypt and Exodus 
Å God revealed himself to Moses in 

the burning bush  

Å Moses led Israel out of Egypt  
ï 10 plagues 

ï Passover 

ï Parting of the sea  

Å He received the ten 
commandments 

Å He mediated a Covenant with the 
people of Israel on Mt. Sinai: God 
would give blessings or curse 
corresponding to our obedience or 
disobedience to the 
commandments 

Å God led Moses and the people 
through the desert in order to train 
them in faith and trust  
ï Manna 

ï tabernacle Mt. Sinai and the giving of the Law 



Desert Wanderings 

ÅThe People rebel against 
God and Moses 
ïPoisonous serpents 

ïBronze serpent which 
heals 

ÅMoses strikes the rock 
from which water comes 

Å12 spies sent into the 
promised land 
ïOnly two trust that God can 

grant them victory over the 
inhabitants of the Land  

ïBecause they did not trust 
God has them wander in 
the desert for 40 years 



Conquest and Judges 

Å Israel crosses the Jordan 

Å Fall of Jericho 

Å Promised land is allotted to the 
12 tribes 

Å During the time of the Judges 
(military leaders) of Israel 
Godôs people struggled in a 
cycle of sin and salvation 

Sin 

Servitude 

Supplication 

Salvation 

Silence 

Gideonôs victory with 300 solders 



Royal Kingdom 

ÅEventually Israel asks 
for a King like the 
nations around them 

ÅGod made a covenant 
with David that is 
throne would endure 
forever 
ïñAnd your house and 

your kingdom shall be 
made sure for ever 
before me; your throne 
shall be established for 
ever.ò 2 Sam 7:16 

ÅSolomon builds the 
Temple in Jerusalem 

ÅOne Kingdom 



Divided Kingdom 

ÅThe sons of Solomon 
cause the kingdom to be 
divided into two  
ïFirst the Southern and then 

the Northern Kingdoms fall 
into idolatry and 
unfaithfulness to the 
covenant  

ÅDuring the divided kingdom 
God sends many prophets 
to call his people back to 
the covenant 
ïMessages of punishment and 

salvation 

ÅThe prophets included: 
ïElijah, Elisha, Joel, Amos, 

Hosea, Isaiah, Micah 



Exile 

Å In 722 BC Israel (the Northern 
tribes) falls to Assyria 
ï The 10 northern tribes are 

eventually absorbed into the 
Assyrians 

Å Beginning in 587 BC the 
Southern tribes are exiled to 
Babylon 
ï The Temple is destroyed 

ï The Babylonian exile last for 
70 years 

ïGod sends prophets such as 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel 

Å It is during the exile that Godôs 
people learn the meaning of 
faithfulness 

 

 
Exile to Babylon 



Return 

ÅKing Cyrus allows the 
peoplesô under his rule to 
return home and practice 
their religion freely 

ÅThe people begin 
rebuilding their temple 

ÅEzra the priest begins 
teaching the people the 
scriptures 

ÅThe books of the bible 
that cover this time 
include 
ïZachariah, Haggai, Ezra, 

Ester, Malachi, and 
Nehemiah 



Maccabean Revolt 
ÅWhen Alexander died his 

generals divided up the empire 

ÅSeleucids - Palestine 
eventually came into the 
hands of the Seleucids who 
insisted that all forsake their 
local religions and fully accept 
Hellenism 
ïAntiochus Epiphanes desecrates 

the temple 

ÅJudas Maccabaeus and his 
brothers revolt  
ïThrough much courage and 

bloodshed they won their 
independence for a time 

ÅIn 164 the Temple is purified  
ïThis is the beginning of Hanukah 



Jesus Christ 

ÅJesus fulfills all the 
promises and 
covenants of the Old 
Testament 

ÅHe is the fullness of 
salvation history 
ïGodôs providence 

prepared the way for 
him 

ïThe course of history 
was changed because 
of him 



Jesus Christ: 

Incarnation & Hidden life 

ÅEvents of Jesus infancy 

ïBirth in a stable 

ÅShows their poverty  

ïPresentation in the Temple 

ÅMary and Joseph were 

faithful to God and the 

Law of Moses 

ÅJesus Hidden life 

ïFinding in the Temple  

ÅJesusô understanding of 

the Scriptures 

ïThirty Years in Nazareth 

ÅCarpentry    

 

 

 



Jesus Christ: 

Public Ministry 
Å Baptism in the Jordan 

ï This was the beginning of 
Jesusô public ministry 

ï John may have been an 
Essene  

Å Public ministry 

ï Sermon on the Mount is most 
concise and direct collection of 
Jesusô teaching 

ï Calling the 12 apostles and 
making a new Israel 

ï Appointing Peter as head and 
rock of the Church 

ï Great conflicts with the 
religious leaders especially 
Sadducees and Pharisees 



Jesus Christ: 

Paschal Mystery 
ÅThe paschal mystery is 

the suffer, death and 
resurrection of Jesus 
Christ 
ïFulfillment of the Scriptures 

ÅSuffering  
ïTrue suffering 

ïAct of Redemption and 
love 

ÅResurrection 
ïAuthenticated all that he 

said and did 

ÅThe paschal mystery is 
the core of the Apostles 
preaching 

 



The Early Church 
Å Pentecost 

ï The apostles and disciples 
receive the Holy Spirit 

Å Jewish persecution of the 
Christians 
ïMartyrdom of Steven 

Å Saulôs conversion 

Å Paulôs three missionary journeys 
ï Through Paul and the other 

apostles the gospel spread 
around the Mediterranean world 

ï He established many small 
Christian communities most of 
whom were Gentile  

Å Council of Jerusalem 
ï The question about whether the 

Gentiles have to follow the 
Jewish law is settled by Peter 
and the other apostles 



Persecution 
Å Out of fidelity to Christ the Christians 
would not worship the pagan godôs 
or the emperor 

Å Neroôs persecution 
ï Death of Peter and Paul in Rome 

Å Apologists ï rational for the faith 

Å The Great Persecution of Diocletian 
249-251 
ï Diocletian held that religious unity 

was essential for the unity of the 
Empire  

Å ñThe blood of Christians is seedò 
ï Despite the many martyrdoms 

Christianity grew 

ï Many were fascinated with the 
charity and moral courage of 
Christians 

ï ñbehold how they love one anotherò 

Å Christianity was found at every level 
and class of the empire 

 

 



Conversion of the Empire 

ÅUnder the Reign of 
Constantine Christianity 
was legalized 
ïñby this sign you will 
conquerò 

ïEdict of Milan  

ïHe was baptized at the end 
of his life 

Å80 years after the great 
persecution Christianity 
became the state religion 
ïThis became a time of 

intense reflection on the 
meaning of the faith 

 



Councils 

ÅThe first 4 ecumenical 
councils 
ïNicaea 325 

ïConstantinople 381  

ïEphesus 431 

ïChalcedon 451 

ÅThis was a time when the 
Church precisely 
expressed her faith in the 
mystery of the Trinity and 
Christ   

ÅChurch Fathers 
ïAthanasius, Cappadocia's 

Ambrose, Jerome, 
Augustine, Chrysostom 

 Council of Nicaea 



Monasticism  

Å As Christianity became more 
and more popular a number of 
people joined the Church not 
because they strongly believed 
but for worldly reasons 

Å In reaction to this those who 
wanted to intensely follow 
Christ, as the martyrs did, fled 
the world and established 
monasteries 

ï Basil in the East 

ï Benedict in the West 

Å The monasteries became a 
source for stability, culture, and 
learning 

Benedictine Abbey, Malmesbury, England 

 



Missionaries and Conversion of the 

Barbarians 
Å Centuries of great social upheaval  
ï The Barbarians led to the fall of the 

Roman Empire (476) 

Å The Church both sought to protect 
herself from them and to convert 
them  
ïConversion of the Franks (496) 

ïConversion of Anglos and Saxons 

ï Conversion of the Germans (8th cent.) 

Å The barbarians were attraction by the 
Churchôs knowledge and order 

Å Due to the loss of social structures 
during this time the ordering of 
society fell to the Church  
ï Papacy 

ï Monasticism 

Å The 10th-12th centuries were also of time 
of struggle between the rights of lords and 
the rights of the Church 
ï Several corrupt leaders 

Baptism of Clovis 



Crusades and Scholars 

Å Despite the abuses that took place 
during some of the crusades they 
were a time of great renewal for 
Christian world  
ï St Bernard of Clairvaux and the 

renewal of monasticism 

ï There was a revival of studies 
because of materials discover during 
the crusades 

Å The high middle ages was a time of 
great synthesis among all the 
elements of the faith 
ï Great study of scripture and the 

fathers of the Church  

ï During the 12th and 13th centuries the 
Church began the founding of 
universities 

ï St Thomas Aquinas 

Å Mendicant orders 
ï Franciscans 

ï Dominicans  

 

 

University of Paris 



Weak leaders and Schism 

Å Avignon Papacy (1309 to 
1378)  
ïUnrest in Rome 

ï Catherine of Siena calls the 
pope back to Rome 

Å The Great Western (1378-
1417) 
ïUrban VI 

ï Many of the faithful did not 
know which was the real pope 

Å Renaissance Popes (1417-
1565) 
ïMany of these popes were 

worldly and some quite 
immoral 

ï Some like St. Pius V worked 
painfully to renew and revive 
the life of the Church 

 



Reformation 

ÅThese problems and 
abuses culminated in the 
Protestant Reformation 
ïLuther 

ïHenry VIII  

ïCalvin 

ïZwingli 

ÅMany of the reformers 
rejected things like 
tradition, the papacy, 
indulgences, purgatory, 
relics, the Mass, and the 
priesthood 



Catholic Reformation 

ÅCouncil of Trent 
ïChurch called this council 

to make clear what she 
believes and what she did 
not believe 

ïIt clarified teachings on the 
scriptures, original sin, the 
sacraments, indulgences, 
and the saints 

ÅSpiritual renewal in 
cloistered orders 
ïCarmelites: Teresa of Avila 

& John of the Cross 

ÅMissionary renewal 
ïJesuits: Ignatius of Loyola 

& St. Frances Xavier  

 

 

Council of Trent 


