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Communion of Saints 
 

Third Part of the Creed 

ñI believeéthe communion of saintsò 



Kinds of Reverence and Honor 

ÅLatria ï is a term which refers to the worship and adoration 
given to the Trinity alone  
ïLatria given to anyone or anything else would be against the 1st 

commandment  

ÅDulia ï is a term which designates the honor, devotion, or 
respect given to the saints; it is essentially different than Latria  
ïñGod has so composed the body, é that the members may have the 

same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the body of 
Christ and individually members of it.ò (1 Corinthians 12:24) 

ÅHyper dulia ï is the unique devotion given to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary because of her role in salvation; it is higher in 
degree than dulia but still essentially different than Latria 
ïIn Lukeôs Gospel Elizabeth says to Mary, ñBlessed are you among 
womenò (Lk 1:42) 

ïAnd because of what the Lord did for her, Mary said of herself ñfrom 
this day all generations will call me blessedò (Lk 1:48) 



Mediation of the Saints 

Å St Paul tells us that Jesus is 
the one Mediator between God 
and man (1 Timothy 2:5) 

Å Yet as we see in the Wedding 
at Cana Mary can mediate 
between us and Jesus 

ïñHis mother said to the 
servants, óDo whatever he tells 
you.ôò Jn 2:5 

ï Mary and the Saints always 
draw us closer to Jesus 

Å Just as we would ask a family 
member or a friend to pray for 
us so was ask Mary and the 
saints to pray for us  

Å When we honor those whom 
Jesus loves we honor Jesus 

 



Mother of the Church and Our Mother 

Å We are all baptized into the body of 
Christ and since Mary is the mother 
of Christ she is our mother too  

Å ñWoman, behold, your son!" Then he 
said to the disciple, "Behold, your 
mother!" And from that hour the 
disciple took her to his own home.ò 
(John 19:26-27) 

ïIn Johnôs gospel he never refers to 
himself by name but always as ñthe 
discipleò (whom Jesus loved) 

ïHe did this so that his readers would 
put themselves in his place  

ï Thus, John represents all disciples of 
Christ and so we too are called to 
take Mary our Mother into our home 

 



Doctrines of The Blessed Virgin Mary 

ÅPerpetual Virginity 
ïMary remained a virgin 

throughout her life  

ÅMother of God 
ïMary is the mother Jesus who is 

the 2nd person of the Trinity  

ÅImmaculate Conception 
ïMary was conceived without 

original sin  

ÅAssumption 
ïAt the end of her earthly life Mary 

assumed body and soul into 
heaven 

 



Assumption of Mary 

ÅResult of the Immaculate Conception  
ïOne of the effects of original sin is the 

corruption of the body 

ïMary did not have original sin so her body 
never experienced decay or corruption 

ÅTradition of the Assumption 
ïIn the teachings of the Fathers of the Church 

ïChurches were named after her under the 
title of the Assumption 

ÅMary was always close to her Son on 
earth and so it would make sense that he 
would want her close to her in heaven 
ïConception, birth, and hidden life of Jesus 

ïAt the beginning of his ministry in Cana 

ïAt the crucifixion and the descent of the Holy 
Sprit  

 



Dormition of Mary 

ÅDormition ï means falling asleep in death 

ÅThe Eastern churches teach that Mary ñfell asleep,ò that 

is, died in Godôs favor and then was brought body and 

soul to heaven 

ïThis makes sense because even Jesus died 

ïMary was Jesusô greatest disciple and so probably would have 

followed him even in death 



The Communion of Saints 
ÅCommunion comes from the 

Latin words cum which 
means ñwithò and unus which 
means ñone or unityò 

ÅThe word saint comes from 
the Latin word Sancta which 
means ñholyò 

ïThe saints share in what 
is holy  

ÅThe Communion of Saints 
are all the people in the 
Church, whether in heaven, 
on earth, or in purgatory who 
have a communion or 
common share in the Holy  
ïE.g. faith, sacraments, gifts, 
and ultimately Godôs divine life 

 



The Communion of Saints 

ÅñPaul, an apostle of Christ JesuséTo the church 
of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints who 
are in the whole of Acha'iaò 2 Corinthians 1:1 

ÅñSo then you are no longer strangers and 
sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of Godò 
Ephesians 2:19 

ÅñMay the Lord make you increase and abound in 
love to one another and to all men, as we do to 
you, so that he may establish your hearts 
unblamable in holiness before our God and 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 
saints.ò 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 



The Communion of Saints 

ÅThe word Saint has three meanings:  

 (1) The Faithful in this world 

 (2) anyone, living or deceased, who 

share in the life of Christ 

 (3) Those who have lived a very holy 

life and are certainly in heaven and 

worthy of honor and imitation 

 



The Communion of Saints 
ÅIt is the bond of Charity that 

holds all Christians and all 
their spiritual gifts together in 
communion 

ÅAll in the Church form one 
family in Christ and share the 
grace of Christ but in 
different ways 

ÅThere is the: 

 (1) Church Militant (Pilgrim)  

 (2) Church Suffering  

 (3) Church Triumphant  



Church Militant 

Å The Church Militant are those on earth who are still marching on 
their journey toward heaven 

Å They are called militant because the Christian life of faith and virtue 
is often difficult much like fighting in a battle  
ïWe struggle to maintain and share our faith 

ï We battle against sin and vice 

ïWe must have discipline and obedience to achieve victory 

Å The Church Militant is also called the Pilgrim Church as we have not 
reached our heavenly destination 

 



Church Suffering 
ÅThe Church Suffering are those in purgatory who are 

still being purified of their sins 
ïThey are called suffering because purification can be difficult 

and painful 

ïPurification is when God cleanses oneôs soul so that he or she 
is able to have and enjoy God 

ïIn Johnôs description of heaven in the book of revelation he says 
that, ñnothing unclean shall enter it, nor any one who practices 
abomination or falsehoodéò  

 



Church Triumphant 

ÅThe Church Triumphant 

are those in heaven 

ÅThey are called 

triumphant because 

they have triumphed 

over sin and the 

challenges of this life 

and now enjoy God 

forever  

ïSome are canonized but 

many others are not  

 



Militant, Suffering, Triumphant 

ÅAll the members of the 

Communion of Saints 

share and reciprocate 

spiritual gifts 

ïThe souls in heaven 

can help and pray for 

those in purgatory and 

for us  

ïWe can pray to the 

saints in heaven and for 

the souls in purgatory 

and for each other  





The Saints in Heaven 



What do the Saints do for us? 

ÅFriendship ï they give us their friendship 

ÅExample ï they give us an example  

Å Intercession ï they pray to God for us 

ÅTeaching ï they teach us by their writings and their lives 

Å Inspiration ï they inspire us to follow Christ  



Friendship 

ÅThe saints in heaven 

give us their friendship 

and supernatural love 

ïSometimes they choose 

us and sometimes we 

choose them 

ÅThey can give us signs 

of their friendship 

ïSt. Therese will 

sometimes give roses 

or rose petals to her 

friends 



Example 

ÅThe way a saint lives 

gives us an example 

and model of how we 

should live our lives 

ïTherese patience with 

one of the sisterôs who 

annoyed her 

ïThat sister was 

convinced that 

Therese was her best 

friend 



Intercession 

ÅThe saints pray for us 

ïIt is important to ask for 
their intercession 

ÅMany people have a 
patron Saint that they 
often turn to 

ïA patron saint is special 
intercessor with God for a 
particular person, need, 
or community 

ïe.g. Therese prayed for 
the conversion of a 
criminal  



Teaching 
ÅMany saints have 

writings about their life, 
thoughts, and teachings  
ïThis is one way we can 

become personally familiar 
not only with a particular 
saint but also with the 
Church 

ÅThe most famous writing 
of St. Therese is The 
Story of a Soul 

ÅOne of Thereseôs great 
teachings is the little 
way: to do little things 
with great love  



Inspiration 
ÅSaints often go through 

heroic struggles and trials 

ïThese are more for our 
inspiration than our 
imitation  

ïTheir suffering should 
inspire us to bear the 
particular cross God has 
given us 

ÅTherese at the end of her 
life had tuberculosis and 
greatly struggled with her 
faith in God and eternal life 

ïThat does not mean that 
we should want 
tuberculosis too 



Kinds of Saints 

ÅApostles 

ÅMartyrs 

ÅVirgins  

ÅPastors  

ÅDoctors 

ÅHoly Men & Women 



Apostles 

ÅApostle ï one who is 

sent 

ÅThe 12 apostles and 

those who worked 

closely with them like 

St. Paul 

ÅExample of an 

Apostle ï St. Andrew 



Martyrs 

ÅMartyr ï witness 

ïA martyr is someone who sheds their blood for the faith; 

they would rather die than to deny Christ 

ÅExample of Martyrs ï Sts. Paul Miki and 

Companions  



Virgins 

ÅA virgin is a woman 

who gives up the 

good of marriage  

ÅInstead they give 

themselves totally, 

body and soul, to 

Christ 

ÅExample of a virgin ï 

St. Angela Merici  



Doctors 

ÅA doctor of the 

Church is someone 

whose writing, 

preaching and/or 

teaching is a faithful 

guide to Christians of 

all times 

ÅExample of a Doctor 

of the Church ï St. 

Thomas Aquinas 



Holy Men and Women 

ÅHoly men and women 

are those who have 

lived lives of 

outstanding holiness 

but often in ordinary 

circumstances 

ÅExample of holy men 

and women are 

Blessed Louis and 

Marie-Zelie Martin (St. 

Thereseôs parents) 



Process of Canonization 



Ancient Church 

ÅIn the early Church there 

was no formal process to 

recognize a person as a 

canonized saint 

ÅUsually a group of 

Christians would begin to 

venerate someone who 

they knew to live a life of 

holiness 

ïSaints were commonly 

identified by popular 

acclaim 



Medieval Church  

ÅDuring about 800-1200 the Church began 

to standardize the process of Canonization 

ÅDuring this time there was more and more 

recourse to the Pope 

ÅPope Innocent III in 1200 wrote an 

important letter about how to ensure that a 

person really lived a holy life 



Modern Church 

ÅPope Paul VI began to 

make the process a 

little less complicated 

ÅIn 1983 John Paul II 

wrote a letter 

simplifying the entire 

process of the 

canonization of a saint 

ÅThere are now only 4 

steps to become a saint 



4 Steps 

1. Servant of 

God 

2. Venerable 

3. Blessed  

4. Saint 



Servant of God 
Å The Church must wait at least 

five years after a personôs 
death before an investigation 
of their holiness beings.   

Å The investigation starts in the 
dioceses by the Bishop.   

Å The work is organized by the 
Postulator.   

Å A tribunal reads the writings of 
that personôs life, hears 
witness to see if that person 
lived a life of heroic virtue. 

Å During this step the person is 
called a Servant of God.  



Venerable 
Å All the work in the diocese is 

then sent to Rome to the 
Congregation for the cause 
of Saints which is made up of 
cardinals, bishops, and laity. 

ï They review all the information 
and make a summary called a 
Positio.   

ï From here the person is voted 
on by nine theologians and 
then by the Bishops and 
cardinals.   

Å After this if the Holy Father 
also approves that the person 
lived heroic virtue then the 
person is declared venerable.  



Beatification 
ÅAfter this, if there is a miracle, 

then another investigation 
begins to see if the miracle 
was authentic.   

ïA miracle is authentic if the 
scientific and religious 
experts cannot find any 
natural reason to explain 
what happened  

ïThis can be a long process  

Å If the Holy Father approves 
then the person is beatified 

ïThe person in question is 
then referred to as ñblessed,ò 
e.g. Bl. Teresa of Calcuta 



Canonization 
ÅFinally for a person to be 

declared a saint there 
must be another miracle 
following the time of their 
beatification.   
ïLike the first miracle this 

miracle too is investigated 

ïIf found to be real the 
person is infallibly declared 
by the Holy Father to be a 
saint  

ÅThere is a Mass in 
celebration and the saint 
is put into the Churchôs 
universal calendar.  


